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COUNCIL CANDIDATES RUN UNOPPOSED
Two new Town Council members are now serving you. Vince Benevente and Bruce Bogert ran unchallenged and were seated
without an election. They were sworn in for two year terms at the November 16, 1999 meeting.

Vince Benevente
I am looking forward to again serving the people of Indialantic as your new Councilman.
In my eleven years living in this Town, I have always been active in Town affairs. I started with being Vice President and then
President of the Homeowners’ Association. I ran for Council in 1992 and won. When no longer on the Council I became
Chairman of the Town’s Code Enforcement Board. I again ran for Council in 1995 and won. Following that term, I became a
member of the Board of Adjustment.
I love living in this Town with my wife Rose, who serves on the Parks and Recreation Committee, so as you can see we both
have the Town’s interest at heart. We have three sons and four grandchildren.
Things I would like to address in the coming months include:

1. Shoring up the shore line and improvements of Riverside Park
2. Get the causeway to look better when entering or leaving Town of Indialantic
3. Address the flooding and drainage problems on our streets
4. When voting on Council matters, our personal feelings should be put aside and vote for the good

of the

Town.
Again, I say I am really looking forward to serving with my fellow Councilmembers and hope that we can make great strides
to better our community

Bruce Bogert
Having been invited to itemize some of my plans for the Town during my two-year term on the Town Council, I would like to
see completion of the 4th Avenue improvement, the beginning of the 6th Avenue improvement and the continuation of repaving
and beautification of the streets.
Some problems that I think we will face in the future are: (1) drainage; (2) erosion of the beach; (3) commercial area parking;
and (4) increased traffic through our town.
I have not yet spoken with all the department heads at this time, so I do not have a complete picture of all the needs of the
town. However, I intend to remedy this situation during the next several weeks.
I do want to take this opportunity to thank those who had the confidence in me to encourage me to seek a seat on the Town

Council. It is a little overwhelming to find this support from the very people for whom I have such a great respect. I want to
thank you and look forward to working with you and other members of the Town Council.

POLICE BEAT

Once again I want to thank the residents and various committees in Town for allowing me and my Department to attend meetings to
answer questions, promote public safety, to get to know one another and to keep each other informed. These meetings have always
been extremely productive and informative.
Since this is our last newsletter for 1999, I have to remind all residents that with the holiday season approaching, statisticshistorically indicate an
increase in burglaries and thefts during this time of year. I am asking residents to remember that although we are a small community, major crimes
do occur. Here are some recommendations to help keep you from becoming a victim of crime
1) If you have an alarm system activate it even if you’re only leaving for a short period of time
2) If you’re going on vacation, have the mail and newspaper delivery stopped
3) Leave a light on in your home, preferably on a timer
4) Keep trees and hedges trimmed low near windows so criminals cannot hide behind them
5) Never give personal information over the telephone such as social security number, maiden name, etc.
6) If someone offers you a deal that’s too good to believe, don’t believe it
7) Check references before hiring contractors
8)

Don’t send money in response to any police solicitations over the telephone. No matter what you’re told the money does not help your
local police department

9) If you witness activity that makes you suspicious, don’t hesitate to call the Police Department
If you have any questions or wish to have a Crime Watch meeting at your home, please call the Police Department at 723-7788. Have a safe and
healthy holiday season.
Chief Jesse Geiger

FIRE FACTS

Well folks, your new fire truck has arrived. The Pierce Quantum pumper was placed into service the first week of August. The truck is equipped
with a 700 gallon water tank, 1250 GPM single stage pump, and a side mounted pump panel.
New features include speedlays for ease in loading the pre-connected hose, an extended front bumper with a quick release trash line and a federal
Q2B siren. The pumper is also equipped with an EMS lockable compartment, a hydraulic ladder and full height roll-up doors. Extendalite
lighting with tri-pod base is mounted on the rear to allow for remote lighting.
A 500 pound roll-out tray enables us to carry heavy vehicle extrication equipment. Other features include a roof mounted air conditioner and a
hydraulic driven generator.
We promised an open house for you to see the new equipment and we haven’t forgot. We’ve been a little busy lately with the storms and
Halloween Party. It will come, I promise.
From all of us here at Fire Rescue, have a wonderful holiday season and please stay safe.
Chief Tom Barker

Dear Residents,
Just a quick note to welcome our two new councilmembers, Vince Benevente and Bruce Bogert. Both gentlemen have served this community for
years and I look forward to working with them for the benefit of this Town. I would like to thank the staff and Mr. Meserve for diligently
working towards applying for so many grants this year. Two of the grants are for development of our Riverside Park and improvement to our

working towards applying for so many grants this year. Two of the grants are for development of our Riverside Park and improvement to our
beachside park. I was pleased to see that our newly planted median received the Keep Brevard Beautiful award. Kudos goes to our volunteer
design team. The Council recently decided to have new Christmas lights and decorations for Fifth Avenue on the advice of the
Parks/Recreation/Beautification Committee and Public Works. We look forward to seeing the new displays. Also thanks to the Parks/Recreation/
Beautification Committee and Public Works for the beautiful new Town of Indialantic signs along our borders. These signs were sorely needed
and have added another element of Town community and class.

I cannot believe another year has already gone by, and though we only accomplished half of the outgoing Council’s annual goals, I look
forward to working towards this Council’s new goals for the year 2000.
On the dawn of the new millennium, I wish you peace for today and prosperity for the future.
Deputy Mayor Frazier

BUDGET SUMMARY
TOWN OF INDIALANTIC
FISCAL YEAR 1999 - 2000

On September 29, 1999 the Town Council adopted its FY 99-00 budget of $2,021,095 for the fiscal year beginning October 1 and ending
September 30.
Within its framework, the budget provides for street and drainage projects, improvements to Riverside Park and Nance Park/Boardwalk, and 2 new
police vehicles. There is also money allocated to accommodate a small (2%)cost of living increase in staff salaries as well as a merit pay system.
Copies of the budget are available for public review in the Clerk's office at Town Hall

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The 45th Space Wing, which operates Patrick Air Force Base
and Cape Canaveral Air Station, is looking for new members
from the community to serve on the Restoration Advisory
Board.
The RAB intent is to improve public participation by involving
the community in the environmental cleanup decision making
process. Members are expected to serve as voluntary liaisons
between the community and the military and be available to
meet with community members and/or groups.
Meetings are open to the public and are generally held once a
quarter. Membership application forms and more information
on the RAB can be obtained by contacting Terri Bracher, 45
CES/CEV, 1224 Juniper St., Patrick AFB, FL 32925-3343
(407) 494-9262 or from the Base Civil Engineer Web site at
http://www.pafb.af.mil/45sptg/45ces/ce-index.htm.

MEDIAN RECOGNIZED

From Mayor Cochran
The Fifth Avenue Median received top honors in the recent
18th annual Building A More Beautiful Brevard contest. The
contest, sponsored by Florida Today in conjunction with Keep
Brevard Beautiful, gives residents a chance to recognize
businesses and public institutions that have built attractive
structures, renovated their properties or improved or maintained
their landscaping during the past year. The median was
nominated in the Landscaping of a Commercial or Public
Property category.
Accepting the prize for the Town at the awards luncheon was
Councilman Bob Hartman. The Town received a framed
photograph of the median and recognition in the Florida Today
newspaper
Congratulations to all who contributed their efforts and time to
make the median a reality

make the median a reality

From Councilman Bob Hartman
A Final Report to the Citizens of the Town of Indialantic-by-the-Sea
The last two years for me have been, in the words of the ancient proverb, “interesting times.” I am glad I took those two years to
serve the residents of Indialantic and I have learned a lot from them. Keeping in mind my campaign promises, I have listened to what
our townspeople and local businesses have said. I have continued to push for the basics – public safety, improved roads, adequate
drainage. I have advocated lower taxes and fees while maintaining a high level of service, less government interference in citizens’
individual daily activities, and improved access to public records which can lead to improved government oversight by citizens. I have
also encouraged real consideration of public input when it comes to infrastructure and other significant change for the betterment of
the community and our quality of life.
We now have a sunset committee for ordinances – done right it is a good way to place a check on the growth of government and
keep up with changing times.
This year so far we have passed fewer than six ordinances, at least a temporary trend toward less government.
Last year we rolled back your town taxes and this year your town tax rate is the same as last year.
There’s an environment of openness now at Town Hall where the Public Records Law is followed with alacrity and the public is
courteously listened to.
North Riverside Drive has finally been paved thanks to our current manager achieving the needed cooperation with the county.
I have tried throughout the past two years to be positive and upbeat in my demeanor in meetings and in my conversations with
town employees, the administration, and the public. I have also tried to be positive and informative in my writings such as this
newsletter and in letters to Florida Today, not using them politically to complain about, tear down, or lie about town employees,
fellow members of the council, or the administration. Of course Florida Today would like to stir up controversy to sell more papers,
but we don’t have to play along.

I would recommend to the members of the new council a mature approach – a team-building, upbeat one. I have seen this
type of attitude developing in our mayor as he has moved from councilman to mayor much as the Palm Bay mayor recently
said he noted in himself under similar circumstances. Having different views and ideas for the town is to be expected.
Councilpersons are, after all, usually elected by different voters who have different expectations for the town. Each
councilperson, however, is there to serve the entire town. And they should be at least courteous to each other and to their
bosses, the public. Because when civility is disregarded, as when someone tries too hard to inflexibly push through only their
own misguided programs, to mulishly block the good programs of others, or to reach so hard for reelection that honesty and
fair play are forsaken, we end up with something negative like what came to be known, even by those outside of town, as the
one-sided “1998 Indialantic War.”
The public has a right to expect thought and some degree of wisdom from its leaders. Instead of catering to special interests
and playing reelection politics, those in public service should provide for the basics and never forget courtesy. We would be
better off if all our elected officials would pay attention to such things.
I can be contacted, even after November 16, by phone at 953-3974 or by e-mail at bhartman@brevard.net and I am setting
up a web site: www.bobhartman.org. I wish the new Indialantic Council well. They and all those in public office have an
awesome responsibility – the stewardship of the public trust.

Bob H.
NEW SIGNS ADD WELCOMING TOUCH

New entrance and park signs being installed by our Public Works Department are giving a fresh
look to the Town. The signs, designed and approved by the Parks and Recreation Committee,
are receiving many compliments from residents and visitors alike.
The entrance signs identify the Town’s boundaries. Individual park signs are being replaced as
needed.

Our Town
Eric S. Meserve
Town Manager
Happy Holidays to everyone! We hope everyone has a safe and joyous holiday season.
The joint project agreement between the State DOT and the Town is moving forward. The agreement will provide a right turn lane from Fifth
Ave. onto Riverside Drive South. Additionally, the agreement will provide an extension of the left turn lane from Fifth Ave. onto A1A. The
agreement for necessary right of way acquisition is scheduled for Council consideration in December.
Holiday lights and fixtures will adorn the light poles along Fifth Ave. this season. We expect them to be up by Thanksgiving. Kudos to the Town
Council and Parks and Recreation Committee for getting the old rusted boxes replaced for the new season. The theme will be holiday stockings.
We invite all of the businesses to participate in the theme this year.
The Fifth Ave. median is being thinned by transplanting some of the chord grass to the Causeway median and various parks. The landscaper from
the original project is advising us on a voluntary basis.
The A1A resurfacing project is coming up. This project will include a sidewalk on the west side of the road. A public information meeting is
being held, by FDOT, November 30th at the Melbourne Beach Community Center 6 – 8 pm.
A new traffic light at Grosse Pointe Drive is scheduled for a December installation. This light will be the mast arm variety.
New street and traffic signs will begin appearing throughout the Town. Public Works personnel will be installing the green and white signs very
soon. The reflectivity should increase visibility to the motorist and pedestrians. Town logos will be placed on the signs at the intersections of major
roads.
Sewage at the intersection at Miami Ave. and Riverside Drive has been a problem recently. The Town Engineer, Public Works Director and I
met with Mr. Richard Martens, Brevard County Resources Director, recently. Mr. Martens agreed that this area should be a top priority for the
televising, cleaning and repair to tighten up this line. The infiltration and inflow must be reduced and the pipe cleared to prevent further backup.
Host a coffee or get together? Businesses interested in hosting a coffee or gathering where residents can meet the Town Manager and hear an
update on existing projects are invited to contact the Town Manager. Some members of the Town Council have expressed a willingness to attend
some of these sessions individually as well. Residents that might wish to host a similar coffee for their neighbors or building are also invited to
contact the Town Manager.
Hurricane damage from Floyd and Irene affected the Town to a large extent. We have submitted four projects for reimbursement under
Hurricane Floyd. These requests include personnel costs, supplies and two major projects. The projects are the replacement of the Emergency
Crossover at the end of Fifth Ave. and the restoration of Riverside Park. If approved, the Federal Government pays 75%, State 12.5% and the Town
12.5%.
Hurricane Irene caused much more damage to our infrastructure and both shorelines. We are working with FEMA now to write up the projects. If
you suffered damage to your home or business due to Hurricane Irene, you are urged to call FEMA at 1-800-462-9029 to register. Please do this as
soon as possible to maintain your eligibility for SBA loans or grants, if you qualify.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
DECEMBER

Town Hall will be closed on the following days:
November 25 & 26 - Thanksgiving
December 24 & 27 - Christmas
December 31 - New Year’s

Have a safe holiday.
Our traditional Holiday Tree Lighting will take place on
Wednesday, December 8 at 7:00 PM. This annual observance of

21

7:00 PM

Town Council

28

5:30 PM

Zoning and Planning

JANUARY
11

10:00 AM

18

7:00 PM

Town Council

25

5:30 PM

Zoning and Planning

FEBRUARY

Parks/Recreation

Wednesday, December 8 at 7:00 PM. This annual observance of
the holiday season will be held in Nance Park and will include a
visit from Santa Claus and a holiday program presented by
students from Indialantic Elementary. Please note that this date
is changed from the regular date of the event.
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The Sunset Review Committee meets every Tuesday at 3:00 PM at
Town Hall.

Luminaria sales begin on November 29th and will continue
through December 24th . Kits are available at Town Hall through
December 23rd and at the Fire Department on Christmas Eve.
Help keep our tradition alive and support the Parks/
Recreation/Beautification Committee in this endeavor.
The annual Art Festival, sponsored by American Craft
Endeavors, will be held January 22 and 23, 2000 in Nance Park.
Anyone needing additional information may contact Helayne
Stillings at (813) 962-0388.

The Volunteer Fire Department meets every Tuesday at 7:00 PM at
the Fire Department, 216 Fourth Ave.

Upcoming openings on Boards and Committees for November
and December: Budget and Finance Committee, Board of
Adjustment, Code Enforcement Board, and Sunset Review
Committee. Currently there are openings on the Zoning and
Planning Board, Code Enforcement Board, Board of
Adjustment and Sunset Review Committee. The
Parks/Recreation/Beautification Committee accepts new
members throughout the year. Applications are available at
Town Hall and on our web site - www.indialantic.com

